The Aunt's House

Jyotsna’s mother, our aunt
Used to live opposite to our house.
A fenced house with tin shade in 700sq ft of land,
Crowded in one room, stay
Six sons, two daughters and aunty herself.
Uncle passed away long ago
I was a toddler then-
Counted were the days in a year
When they could cook and eat.
Even if they cooked once in the day,
The other half of the day was spent in hunger-
How hard aunty used to work
To feed and clothe her eight children somehow!
Someday it was the lack of coal that they couldn’t cook,
Some other day it was the lack of rice.
On some other day again, in spite of having coal and rice,
They don’t have anything to eat with.
Only some rice, salt, chillies and raw onions-
This was their meal after staying hungry for two days;
Still they ate till they were full.
If sometimes they had a very good menu,
It consisted of Rice-Lentils-Smashed potatoes.
As I grew up,
Gradually all of them got married and separated from their mother-
Eight children started having their own family,
All of them left aunty.
Aunty was badly struck by poverty.
She didn’t have food, mostly fasted,
But her family was filled with the presence of her children
Today aunty is alone-
Slender physique ,
In malnutrition, the bones of her body can be well counted:
None of the eight children had the time yet,
None of them had the leisure to visit their mother.

Later, aunty was diagnosed with abdominal disease.



After prolonged illness, aunty passed away in Bangur hospital-
The house is now lying there like a skeleton.
The sons nowadays visit sometimes;
The second one came and went away with the tin shade,
The youngest has taken away the fences,
I saw the eldest one pulling off the bamboo poles.
The whole house is absent today-
The remains of aunt’s house,

Is standing undressed like the whole family:
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